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: pﬁtajs outlmed the alS].f: that led to a chuppah of natural
branches. Champagne roses and pale blue hydrangea
blossoms wound around a framework bound with
delicate greenery. The occasional jewel-hued flower
added a bright pop of color.
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RESOURCES

Beauty

Whitney Olson for RA Bar Beauty
- hair

Amy Weissenberg - makeup

Bridal Gown/Salon
Monigue Lhuillier

Bridesmaid Gowns
1.Crew

Catering
Enjoy Cupcakes; Seasons Catering
Tolevi's Wines and Spirits

Consulting
Tonya Szele for Scigné Productions

Entertainment
The Platinum Groove for DMH
Enterprises

Floral Design
Camellic Floral Design

Formalwear
Calvin Klein Collection

Hair Accessories
Enchanted Ateliér by Liv Hart

Honeymoon
Four Seasons Resort Bora Bora

Invitations
Simply Stunning Stationery

Jewelry
Harold Stevens

Lighting Design
Ambient Event Design

Linens
la Tavola Fine Linen

Photography
Next Exit Photegraphy

Registries
Bed Bath & Beyond
Bloomingdale’s

Rentals ¢
MarBorg Industries

Town & Country Event Rentals
Tricia Fountaine for True Viniage
Vignettes

Shoes
Jimmy Choo

Veil
Monigue Lhuillier

Venue
Deos Pueblos Ranch

Videography
Film Foto Fusion
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“Pve been marred about
nine times on television!...
so it was pretty cool to
finally do it my way.”

“’m obsessed with purple,” says Melissa, “but I didn’t want
to do all purple lest it end up looking like a Prince music video
or something. So T also chose blues and then greens too, which
added to the ranch feel. And T put my girls in green because I
found a color so beautiful and truly rich that it worked on all cight
bridesmaids. They looked gorg!”

The ceremony itself was officiated by a rabbi, and a priest was
on hand to bless the proceedings. “It was extremely important
to have both of our faiths represented,” shares Matt of his Jewish
religion and Melissa’s Catholic upbringing. The bride concurs:
“It was very special to have both religions” [clergy] standing up
there with us.” :

The couple further personalized the service by writing their own
vows. “They declared our love but were also very specific to us,”
says Melissa. “I said something like, ‘I vow to eventually, maybe,
one day, contemplate, at some point, take a cooking class.’ People
were crying, laughing, crying, then laughing some more.”

After enjoying an hour of cocktails on the beach, guests strolled
from the shore to a barn for the reception. Lanterns and candles
selected by the bride lined the pathway to a portico draped with
gossamer fabric. Strings of delicate lights were arranged overhead,
where crystal chandeliers were suspended with ribbon. Candles
glowed from crossbeams alongside framed vintage mirrors on the
barn’s weathered walls, and tables in a range of shapes were topped
with crates of flowers. The effect was indeed ethereal, tempered
with the down-to-earth charm of the rustic setting.
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Immediately upon enfering the space, guests
swarmed the dance floor. An outdoor lounge area
offered a respite from the excitement, and a buffet
stand piled high with miniature cupcakes allowed
guests to indulge in dessert at their leisure.

“Missy and 1 were ready to walk around to greet
all our guests at their rables, but no one was sitting
down,” Matt recalls. “They were either on the dance
floor, in the bar arca, enjoying the lounge — you name
it. We then took a beat and watched everyone else
enjoying the day. It was pretty special.”

The wedding was everything for which the couple
had hoped: it was beautiful; it was memorable; and it
was absolutely real. MARILYN OLIVEIRA
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